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«^^^W0 letters recently came to our 
^^ office in the same mail. One 
declared the Journal of Religion 
to be too cold and academic. The other 
expressed warm appreciation, and asked 
if one of the recent articles could not be 
republished in tract form. Both writers 
were ministers. 



What service can be rendered by a 
journal published under university aus- 
pices? Whatever else it may be, it must 
be scholarly. It must be primarily con- 
cerned with the discovery of the truth, 
rather than with popular propaganda. 
It can, however, help to such an exact 
understanding of the issues involved, 
that anyone who feels called upon to 
engage in propaganda may discover 
whether his contentions are well 
grounded. 



Can scholarship be made interesting? 

That depends partly on the literary skill 
of the scholar. It depends also to a 
large extent on the interests of the 
reader. Not many persons before the 
war would have felt any keen interest 
in the pohtical philosophy of Prussia. 
Articles expounding it would have been 
regarded as "academic." But when we 
found that this philosophy had a serious 
bearing on the question whether the 
nations of the world might dwell to- 
gether in peace, it suddenly became an 
absorbing theme of discussion. Let us 
apply this test to this issue of the 
Journal of Religion. 



Is religion in danger of suffering from 
too much overhead control? The layman 
is expected to "accept" the creed of his 
church. He listens to sermons without 
any chance to answer back. It would 
amaze many a minister to know just what 
people in general are thinking on rehgious 
questions. Already the church has lost 
touch with thousands of men. Almost 
any minister would eagerly welcome a 
way of getting the sympathies of such 
men. Read Mr. Coleman's article on 
the Open Forum in this issue; and ask 
what may be learned from this interest- 
ing experiment. 



"History's verdict on what is funda- 
mental may not be overlooked." Pro- 
fessor Moehlmann's article has a per- 
tinent bearing on a burning issue in 
present day American Christianity. 
Here is an admirable example of the 
service which scholarship can render. A 
list of "Fundamentals " is just now being 
insisted upon as the test of real Christi- 
anity. The facts assembled by Pro- 
fessor Moehlmann cannot be ignored 
by any intelligent leader of religious 
thinking. 



A study of a significant modernist move- 
ment in religion is furnished in Rabbi 
Cohon's unusually interesting account 
of the development and the principles of 
Reform Judaism. If instead of indul- 
ging in theological debate, men were to 
study such religious experiments as 
carefully as biologists study the facts of 



The Editor'' s Page 



inheritance, we might come to well- 
grounded conclusions. Let any reader 
interested in modernism, either as a 
foe or as a friend, ask what may be 
learned from this religious development. 

Patriotism and religion in Japan ! If 

Orient and Occident are to learn how to 
live together as co-operating peoples in 
a world-culture, each must learn to 
appreciate the spiritual ideals of the 
other. Professor Saunders, who has 
resided for years in Asia, and who 
intimately understands the ideals of the 
East, has given us a suggestive glimpse 
of the rehgious power of the native 
religions. Can an imported rehgion 
serve the spiritual interests of a people 
as well as a native cult ? All interested 
in Christian missions will find food for 
thought in this report of conditions in 
Japan. 

Another article deals with the ques- 
tion of the capacity of the minister to 
be a real leader in the social thinking of 
our day. Still another calls attention to 
certain often unnoticed religious values 
in the historical use of the Psalms. 
These articles, hke the others, are in- 
tended to evoke thought. That is the 
purpose of scholarship. We hope that 
this editor's page, together with the 
summary printed at the beginning of 
each article, may aid in a profitable 
reading of this issue. 

Who's Who in this issue of the Journal? 
Mr. George W. Coleman is known best 
as the organizer of the successful Forum 
meetings in Ford Hall, Boston. — Pro- 
fessor Conrad H. Moehlmann is professor 



of church history at Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary. — Rabbi Samuel S. 
Cohon is the influential leader of Temple 
Mizpah in Chicago. — Professor Wilfred 
Currier Keirstead holds the chair of 
philosophy and economics in the Uni- 
versity of New Brunswick. — Professor 
J. M. Powis Smith occupies the chair of 
Old Testament Languages and Litera- 
ture in the University of Chicago, and is 
widely known through his books and his 
editorship of the American Journal of 
Semitic Languages and Literature. — Pro- 
fessor Kenneth Saunders of the Pacific 
School of Religion has resided in the 
Orient for years, and is especially com- 
petent to interpret oriental reUgions. 
He is one of the leading authorities on 
modern Buddhism. 

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 

The Significance of the Mystic's Experi- 
ence, by Professor A. Eustace Hay- 
don, the University of Chicago. 

Church Union in Canada from a Presby- 
terian's Point of View, by Principal 
S. W. Dyde, of Queen's College, 
Kingston, Ontario. 

The Place of Religion in World Recon- 
struction, by Professor James Hayden 
Tufts, the University of Chicago. 

The Dilemma of Social Religion, by 
Professor Clarence M. Case, the Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

The Present Aims of New Testament 
Scholarship, by Harold R. Will- 
oughby, Chicago, 111. 

The usual comprehensive survey of 
recent books on religion will appear. 



